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Wartime Repressions Report Nine Months of
War. November 2022

Русская версия

It’s been nine months since February 24, apart from waging
a full-scale war on Ukraine, the Kremlin is unleashing a new
wave of repressions inside Russia. We have gathered all
available information about the state repressions against the
Russian anti-war movement from October 24 to November
24, 2022.

RESTRICTIONS OF THE RIGHT
TO FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY

https://data.ovd.info/svodka-antivoennyy-repressiy-devyat-mesyacev-voyny#1


In addition to detentions at numerous anti-war rallies, there is
information about 132 detentions on for  display anti-war
symbols and 157* detentions for anti-war social media posts.

*This is the number of detentions that OVD-Info is aware of.
Our analysis of court decisions under Article 20.3.3 of the
Code of Administrative Offences on "discrediting" the
Russian Armed Forces indicates that the total number of
administrative cases for anti-war posts is much higher. Based
on the proportion of prosecutions for Internet posts among all
the sentences under Article 20.3.3 of the Code of
Administrative Offences we have analyzed, along with the
total number of cases in which this article has been applied,
we can conclude that the authorities filed about 1,500
lawsuits against individuals making anti-war statements on
social media.
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The Russian legislature adopted the law completely banning
«LGBT propaganda.» The bill authorizes creation of a state
agency empowered to track any LGBT-content in order
to censor it. In fact, it will be blocked automatically.

The lawmakers also approved 56 pages of amendments
toughening the «foreign agents» law. Any information from
«foreign agents» will be forbidden for minors, and any
individuals or legal entities may be deprived of bank secrecy
if suspected of violating the law». Anyone can be deemed
a «foreign agent» — the authorities use the law to turn
activists into personae non grata.
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CRIMINAL CASES

*According to OVD-Info

https://ovd.info/express-news/2022/11/21/dumskiy-komitet-rekomendoval-prinyat-popravki-uzhestochayushchie
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Some good news: for the first time ever, a lawsuit for
«spreading fake information about the Russian Army» was
dismissed on October 27.

It was initiated against a resident of Nizhny Novgorod for
sharing a video about the Bucha massacre. The case was
dismissed because the post was published «before the
Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation issued
an official rebuttal of the events that had taken place in the
cities of Irpen and Bucha of the Republic of Ukraine».

Later on, the Novosibirsk Central Court dismissed the
criminal case against a minor for «fakes» about the Russian
army (part 1, Article 207.3 of the Criminal Code).

OVD-Info lawyers are helping the total of 48 people on trial
under Russian Criminal Code for anti-war activity in 21
different locations. The highest number of cases at the
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moment is recorded in St. Petersburg (11), Moscow (10), and
Makhachkala (5).

ADMINISTRATIVE CASES

* According to Mediazona as of 23.11.2022

Over the last month, our defense attorneys visited 43
detainees in 9 cities 32 times. In total, we visited 5,808
detainees at least 975 times since February 24. Between
October 24 and November 24, OVD-Info lawyers have
worked 397 cases in 31 cities. Overall, since the outbreak of
the war, our lawyers have been involved in 8,597 court cases.

Source: Mediazona • Get the data • Created with Datawrapper
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EXTRAJUDICIAL PRESSURE

We are aware of 19 cases of such harassment that have taken
place between October 24 and November 24. Among them
are the HSE lyceum students, who refused to stand up for the
Russian anthem and played the Ukrainian anthem during a
state-mandated patriotism lesson. One of the girls was
threatened by the  admins of a popular pro-war telegram 
channel with "collective appeals to the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, the prosecutor's office, and the guardianship
authorities."

https://t.me/ovdinfolive/16052


"FOREIGN AGENTS" AND
"UNDESIRABLE ORGANIZATIONS"

In total, the Ministry of Justice has included 152 individuals
and organizations in the “foreign agents” register since
February 24.

4 organizations were declared “undesirable” between
October 24 and November 24. Now there are 21
organizations on the register.
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BLOCKING AND CENSORSHIP

*According to «Roskomsvoboda»

This month human rights media projects, such
as «Helpdesk.media», «Conscientious objectors movement»
and «Teplitsa. Technologies for Social Good», were blocked.
Vladimir City Court blocked a petition against mobilization
on the Change.org website. An article titled «How to avoid
mobilization in Russia?» was banned by three Russian courts
and the Prosecutor General, at once.

At Kemerovo Drama Theatre, posters advertising a play
based on War and Peace were censored. Blank paper was
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glued over the name of the anti-war director Rimas Tuminas.
At the Mariinsky Theater the name of the anti-war
choreographer Ilya Zhivoy was removed from the list
of authors of performances created with his input.

Ekaterina Mizulina, head of the Russian Internet Safety
League, demanded to recognize the song «OIDA» by the anti-
war rapper Oxxxyimiron as extremist.

The major app «Yandex Music» has removed the song
«Chervona Kalyna» performed by the Veryovka Ukrainian Folk
Choir and the Ukrainian band «BoomBox.» Meanwhile,
Russian TV started to mute the words «peace» and «war».

Pressure on independent media

A court in Yakutsk fined journalist Timofey Efremov, 30,000
rubles (roughly 500 USD) for using the word «frontlines»
on air.

This month, Novaya Gazeta and its Free Space project,
as well as the independent Sakhalin publication «Sakhkom»,
and «The Moscow Times» were blocked on the internet.
On the contrary, Google was compelled to unblock the
YouTube channels of the «Zvezda» TV network, as well as pay
a 100,000 ruble fine.

PRESSURE ON CIVIL SOCIETY

Eco-activist Arshak Makichyan, who opposes the war
in Ukraine, along with his two brothers and his father, have
been made stateless as they were stripped of their Russian
citizenship.

The artists of «Pokras Lampas» collective, actress Ksenia
Rappoport, and the former head of the Hermitage Museum’s
contemporary art department, Dmitry Ozerkov were expelled
from the Council for Culture and Art of St. Petersburg for
anti-war statements.
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Vladimir Putin expelled ten people from the Human Rights
Council, including Igor Kalyapin, founder of the «Committee
Against Torture», Alexander Verkhovsky, head of the SOVA
Center for Information and Analysis, and political
commentator Nikolai Svanidze.
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Summary of anti-war repressions. October 2022

Summary of anti-war repressions. September 2022

Summary of anti-war repressions. August 2022

Summary of anti-war repressions. July 2022

Summary of anti-war repressions. June 2022

Report in Russian «No war. How the Russian authorities are
fighting anti-war protests.»

Report in Ukrainian «No war. How the Russian authorities
are fighting anti-war protests.»

Guide «The anti-war case.»

The input of information in reply to the call for submissions:
Challenges to freedom of opinion and expression in times
of conflicts and disturbances.

Report «Blocking Internet resources as a tool of political
censorship.»

Project on the law on «foreign agents» — «Inoteka».

Report «How the authorities use cameras and facial
recognition against protesters.»

Reports of OVD-Info and other organizations on the
compliance of the Russian Federation with its international
obligations in the field of human rights.

Information on the human rights situation in Russia for the
OSCE Moscow Mechanism.
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Число случаев транснациональных репрессий
в отношении россиян выросло в 8 раз с 2022
года

«Хочу мира». Волгоградского юриста, выступавшего
против войны, отправили в колонию на шесть лет из-за
одного поста
История Руслана Нурушева, который с 2014 года
протестует против агрессии в отношении Украины
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Что такое «оправдание терроризма» и как за него
преследуют?
В рейтинге уголовных статей, по которым россиян
преследуют за высказывания, первую строчку уже второй
год статья о публичных призывах, оправдании или
пропаганде терроризма...

Требуем запретить «карусельные» аресты
В октябре 2025 года суд в Петербурге отправил под
административный арест участников группы «Стоптайм»:
вокалистку Диану Логинову (Наоко), барабанщика
Владислава Леонтьева и гитариста...
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Задержания, суды и давление за антивоенные
высказывания и критику войны в Украине
4473 новостей и текстов по теме
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